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Geographic Information Retrieval and Text Mining
on Chinese Tourism Webpages
1. Introduction
The state of the Internet is characterizedhas by an abundance
of information and data that has and become one of the most
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the semantic data only. Based on a recent estimation, there are
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location orientation -based services (Kornai 2001; Souza, 2005),

Copyright 2010 www.uni-edit.net

1 of 2

Comment [SM2]: CHECK: Again,
what is your distinction between
“facts” and “data”. It would be an
option simply to leave out “factors
or”6

such as searchlooking for New York delicacies or hostels in Portland,
and so on.etc. However, they are hindered not only by the current
state of development of the search engine’s ability, but also by the
limitations imposed by on the differences between written English
and Chinese. Because , considering that it is not possible to put a
space between written Chinese characters, this , has easily caused
a perplexities in relation to y within the word segmentation. Therefore,
Fas for the regular search engines therefore this , it is quite a barrier
to effectively indexing the web-content written in the Chinese written
language. For example, if the user is browsing for “Portland

民宿”

[read as ‘min su’], which this means hostels in Portland; the regular
search engine might only perform some search on either Portland or
on

民宿

separately from their database. This , however this

inquiry is therefore lacksing thematic and spatial context, and this
which creates a big gap between the demand and supply of the
query (Buyukkokten 1999).
Although thebeit Geographic Information System (GIS) has the
the capability of to handle ing the geographic

data, however the

access to of the spatial data is mostly limited to spatial coordinates
created by the geometricy space expressions. Generally, people
express their knowledge in of geographic locations by using spatial
contenxt such as place names, labels, addresses or even telephone
numbers, instead of using geometric coordinates as it is being used
in the GIS (Jones 2001). The content of a webpage is a concrete
example of this phenomenon, where people express their location
data in a spatial context.

Band by using this implicit spatial data,
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